
AP World History Summer Assignment 2018-19

Dear Students:

I am really excited that you have decided to enroll in AP World History. Advanced Placement World History 
(APWH) is a thematic, college-level course designed to familiarize students with the broad patterns of the 
human experience. Students will concentrate on change and continuity over time, the unique aspects of social 
institutions and the common characteristics that tie them together, and the dynamics of how cultural 
interactions have shaped history since recorded history. Students are charged with the role of historian and 
will engage in a plethora of activities that encourage critical thinking and hone their ability to debate 
established historical interpretations and express their educated views using primary source documents. 
Throughout the academic year, students will actively compare cultures and look for historical patterns that 
stretch across units and tie all human populations together throughout history. The primary purpose of this 
summer assignment is to help you acquire the base geographical and vocabulary knowledge necessary for 
instant immersion in AP World History once the academic year begins. Be prepared to take a quiz over this 
material the first week of school.

 Part 1) Vocabulary Development:  

Below you will find a list of vocabulary terms that will be repeated throughout the school year.  These words will 
apply to many different cultures throughout history.  It is important for you to become familiar with these words 
and their meanings. Don’t assume you know the meaning.  It is encouraged that you define these words, but 
ultimately you are responsible for knowing and applying these concepts throughout the year.  There will be several 
grades or assignments utilizing these terms throughout the school year.

Absolutism
Chiefdom
Demography
Empire
Genocide
Interregional
Nobility
Pastoral
Prehistoric
Scribe
Socialism
synthesis

Agriculture
City-state
Diaspora
Globalization
Medieval
Nomad
Patriarchal
Primary source
Secondary source
Syncretism

Aristocracy
Civilization
Divine
Feudalism
Imperialism
Monotheism
Pandemic
Periodization
Revolution
Serf
Theocracy

Bureaucracy
Colonialism
Dynasty
Forager
Indentured servant
Neolithic
Papacy
Polytheism
Rural
Shaman
urban

Part 2) Geography and World Regions

Knowing geography and the world regions as divided by the College Board is a big part of this AP course. In 
particular make sure you memorize the World Regions – A Closer Look map for these are the core regions we 
will focus on throughout the time. We will spend a lot of time analyzing continuities and changes over time 
from region to region and how they interact with one another. Apart from memorizing the world regions it is 
helpful throughout the year to know what current nations belong in each period. On the maps provided you 
will do 2 things:

1. Label all of the countries listed for each region.
2. Color each region a different color (not each country a different color but each region) 



Part 3) Notes on Period 1 

There are a lot of skills and content to cover throughout this year and it is important that we get a 
head start. You will be reading and taking notes on Chapters 1 and 2 of our textbook on the provided 
notes sheet. Please summarize the main points for each section. The book you will need is World 
History – Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination published by AMSCO. You have 
to have one no later than the 2017 edition due to the change in curriculum. We may issue you one 
here from the school or you can purchase your own. I highly suggest purchasing your own as they are 
inexpensive and by having your own you may write, highlight, or annotate anything you need but may 
not do so to our school textbooks. If you are interested in purchasing your own you can find them at 
perfectionlearning.com and the ISBN # is - 978-1-68064-800-3.







SOUTH ASIA:
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PERIOD OVERVIEW  PG 1
Nomadic hunters…

Villages grew…

Trade…

By 600BCE…

FROM HUNTER-FORAGERS TO SETTLED SOCITIES
Chapter 1 (pg 2-11)

Introduction

Migrating across the Globe

THE PALEOLITHIC PERIOD
Introduction: What is the Paleolithic Period?

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Adapting to the Environment

Control of Fire

Hunter-Forager Society

Rules in Society

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Religion and Art

NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION 
Introduction: What is the Neolithic Revolution and what major developments characterized it?

Agriculture

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Pastoralism

Specialization of Labor

Growth of Villages and Towns

Governments

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Religions

Technological Innovations

The First Civilizations

Historical Perspectives: Was farming a mistake?

THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS 
Chapter 2 (pg 17-40)

Introduction

THE SUMERIANS
Introduction

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Sumerian Government

Sumerian Religion

Sumerian Economy and Trade

Sumerian Social Structure

Women in Sumer

Cultural and Scientific Contributions

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Sumerian Decline

THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
Introduction

King Hammurabi

Babylonian Society and Culture

THE PHONECIANS
Introduction

THE HEBREWS
Introduction

Monotheism

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Division and Diaspora

THE GEOGRAPHY OF AFRICA

ANCIENT EGYPT
Introduction

Introduction of Agriculture and Pastoralism

Transportation and Trade

Early Governments

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



The Old Kingdom

The Middle Kingdom

The New Kingdom

Egyptian Society

Religion

Continuous Egyptian Culture

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Egyptian Writing

Scientific Contributions

NUBIA, KUSH, AXUM
Introduction

Nubia

Kush

Axum

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS
Introduction

Agriculture and Environment

Aryan Migrations and Interactions

Importance of Clans

Aryan Language

Aryan Religious Traditions

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Aryan and Dravidian Beliefs

More space on next page

CHINA’S FIRST CIVILIZATIONS
Introduction

China’s first rulers

The Shang dynasty

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



Economy, Technology and Trade

Religion

Cultural and Scientific Contributions

The End of the Shang Dynasty

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



The Zhou Dynasty

Government

Trade and Agriculture

Urbanization

Zhou Achievements

The Decline of the Zhou dynasty

THE FIRST AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS
Introduction

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE



The Chavin

The Olmec

THE PACIFIC PEOPLES
Introduction

The Austronesian Speakers

Easter Island

Historical Perspectives: Why do civilizations rise and fall?

Turning Point: Why 600 BCE?

Period 1: Technological Environmental Transformations to c. 600 BCE


